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A Child 
Needs 
You

CASA of Oklahoma County, Inc.

5905 N. Classen Court, Ste. 302

Oklahoma City, OK  73118

405-713-6456          Fax 405-713-6610

www.okcountycasa.org

.JTTJPO
Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of 

Oklahoma County provides trained volunteers to be 

champions for the individualized best interests of 

children in foster care.



Dear CASA Family,

Thank you for your giThank you for your gifts of time and resources to Oklahoma County’s most vulnerable children last year. In 

FY2018, we set the stage for upcoming growth, creating an organizational vision of every child thriving in a 

safe, loving forever home. Our Board of Directors adopted a new strategic plan that focuses on growing 

quality advocacy services to 1500 children in foster care in Oklahoma County by July 2021. We established 

priorities centered on the creation of a well-qualified diverse Board of Directors focused on fund 

development and strategic vision, enhanced resource development strategies, enhancing our organizational 

cultuculture to retain high performing staff and volunteers, and broaden community awareness of CASA. 

In March 2018, CASA of Oklahoma County conducted an audit of our organizational services with 

Praesidium, Inc. – an abuse prevention company working with organizations serving youth and vulnerable 

populations. These audits are conducted to ensure the highest child-safe serving practices are employed in 

all facets of an organization’s work with children. This audit reflects our efforts to ensure that our own 

organization is as safe as we can be in our work with children.

This past year we had 239 tremendous individuals volunteering with CASA to serve 675 foster children.  

Heroic advocacy efforts by our CASA volunteers meant that 32% of these children found safe, permanent 

forever homes.  

Your support resulted in CASA serving 28% of children in foster care in Oklahoma County this past year.  

Children with a CASA advocate experience a safe, permanent home six months sooner, stay on track 

educationally, and have higher levels of hope.  

WWe have an aggressive growth goal over the next three years; however, with key partners like you, I know we 

will be successful in ensuring more foster children receive an advocate – a voice that ensures their needs are 

met during this traumatic time.  

As one child recently served by CASA stated: “to give a child a CASA is to give her hope, to give her hope is 

to give her the world!”  Thank you for giving the world to 675 children last year.

Many thanks,

Jennie Hill, MSW

Executive DiExecutive Director 



CASA’s Zebra won the race at Remington Park!

Volunteer Emma with Kim at Evening to Remember
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Our runners medalled at the Masquerade 5K
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Jennie meets with new OKC Mayor David Holt
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4FSWJOH�0LMBIPNB�$PVOUZ�T
GPTUFS�DIJMESFO�JO����� Tasha Alexander is an example of the child advocate who never quits, 

no matter what has happened in the case. Two years ago, she 

accepted assignment to a case with two children – Andy and Cara. 

The children are now on their sixth placement and second DHS 

worker. Tasha has been consistent throughout – she has been a 

guiding light of hope for two very special children.

““They’re my little best friends,” Tasha says, “It didn’t take more 

than a few visits before they quickly warmed up to me!”

Adopted by her grandparents at a young age, Tasha has a lifetime of 

perspective on the foster care system. And truly, children have become 

her life’s work. She has been a preschool teacher, worked at a youth 

shelter, and now serves at an autism clinic. In 2017, her heart for 

disadvantaged youth brought her to CASA.

I just felt like giving back to my communitI just felt like giving back to my community. I wanted to do more 

beyond my work-life. Immediately, CASA felt like the right fit.

When I first came onto the case, Andy and Cara were split up for 

what seemed like no reason. So my first mission was to advocate 

to have them placed together. They missed each other so much 

and would often call me to tell me they wanted to visit one 

another. It was heartbreaking.

Eventually they were placed together in a foster home, but the struggles weren’t over. The home was 

remarkably unfit for the children. Not only were the foster parents unwilling to care for the specific 

needs of the African American children’s skin and hair, they were also unwilling to learn from me 

when I offered help. They went so far as to insist that Cara, who was only seven, should be old 

enough to maintain her own hair and hygiene. By the time the problem had begun to concern 

others beside myself, Cara’s hair was so brittle and her skin so irritated that her hair was falling out 

of her scalp. I was able to advocate for the children to be moved – and just weeks later it was 

orordered. The foster home was investigated and determined to be unfit.

Both kids have their struggles in school. But I’ll never forget the time I got the call that Andy was 

throwing chairs.

Andy is a great kid who has been resilient throughout a number of moves. He and his sister love 

each other very much. But sometimes big changes can trigger some behavioral issues. At school, 

Andy’s educational plan called for providing him with some separate space when he felt he needed 

it. This wasn’t being done consistently, but on that day, Andy was having a strong meltdown 

reaction. I called the school and explained the situation and need. We talked it through and the 

school came to an understanding and made the accommodations Andy needed. He called me a 

short time later completely thrilled – “You fixed it for me!” he beamed. Now that we’re past that, 

we’we’re working on getting his grades up!

I’ve developed an “I’ll fix it” attitude as a CASA volunteer. By working closely with everyone on the 

case, I’ve seen my advocacy have a profound impact. When Andy wasn’t getting the individualized 

educational attention ordered by the courts, I called and explained the need and situation and got it 

fixed. When Cara wasn’t getting the allergy shots she needed because her medical records hadn’t 

been transferred in the move, I got it fixed. When behavior problems crop up and the kids don’t 

know where to turn, I know that a compassionate phone call can ease their nerves and get to the 

heart of the issue.

I know I’ve been the most consistent person on this case. And I’ve been the only person all along the I know I’ve been the most consistent person on this case. And I’ve been the only person all along the 

way fighting specifically for these children’s best interests. We’re working toward a permanent family 

placement now, which will hopefully happen sometime in the spring. I’m committed to serving these 

kiddos – my little friends – and seeing their case through. It’s because of donors like you that I have 

the support of CASA behind me every step of the way.

CASA volunteers are affecting change all over Oklahoma County – all made possible by generous gifts of 

support from the community.

7PMVOUFFS�4QPUMJHIU



5IPVHIUT�GSPN�0VS�7PMVOUFFST
8IBU�JNQBDU�IBT�WPMVOUFFSJOH�XJUI�
$"4"�IBE�PO�ZPV 

-FBSOJOH�UP�TQFBL�VQ�GPS�UIF�DIJMESFO�IBT�UBVHIU�NF�UP�TQFBL�VQ�
GPS�NZTFMG���*�BN�NPSF�DPOGJEFOU�JO�EFBMJOH�XJUI�PUIFST���*�BN�
NPSF�QBUJFOU�XJUI�NZ�TUVEFOUT�BOE�UIFJS�OFFET��Cindi Sanchez

5IJT�DBTF�IBT�UBLFO�NF�UISPVHI�TP�NBOZ�FNPUJPOT�BOE�IBT�5IJT�DBTF�IBT�UBLFO�NF�UISPVHI�TP�NBOZ�FNPUJPOT�BOE�IBT�
UBVHIU�NF�TP�NVDI��*�IBWF�GPVHIU�MPOH�BOE�IBSE�UP�FGGFDUJWFMZ�
BEWPDBUF�GPS�NZ�$"4"�LJET
�BOE�UP�TFF�UIFN�CFOFGJU�GSPN�UIPTF�
FGGPSUT�XBSNT�NZ�IFBSU
�*�N�IBQQZ�*�BN�BCMF�UP�CF�B�MJHIU�JO�UIFJS�
MJGF��Tasha Alexander

�

���ZFBST�BT�BO�"'�'JSTU�4FSHFBOU�XF�FNQIBTJ[FE�IFMQJOH�PUIFST����ZFBST�BT�BO�"'�'JSTU�4FSHFBOU�XF�FNQIBTJ[FE�IFMQJOH�PUIFST�
BOE�NBLJOH�B�EJGGFSFODF��$"4"�QFSTPOBMMZ�SFNJOET�NF�PG�IPX�
GBS�XF�IBWF�UP�HP��Jeff James

8IBU�JNQBDU�IBWF�ZPV�IBE�BT�B�
$"4"�WPMVOUFFS 

*�IBWF�POMZ�IBE�POF�DBTF�XIJDI�IBT�FOEVSFE�GPS�GPVS�ZFBST���
5P�EBUF�UIFSF�IBWF�CFFO�UISFF�EJGGFSFOU�%)4�DBTFXPSLFST�PO�
UIJT�DBTF
�BOE�*�IBWF�CFFO�UIF�TPMF�BEVMU�XIP�IBT�CFFO�
XBUDIJOH�PVU�GPS�NZ�$"4"�LJE��Braden Hisey

*O�B�UJNF�XIFSF�UIFSF�JT�TP�NVDI�OFHBUJWF�IBQQFOJOH�JO�UIF�*O�B�UJNF�XIFSF�UIFSF�JT�TP�NVDI�OFHBUJWF�IBQQFOJOH�JO�UIF�
XPSME
�*�LOPX�*�N�BU�MFBTU�EPJOH�NZ�TNBMM�QBSU��8IFUIFS�UIBU�
CF�TFFJOH�B�DIJME�DPOTJTUFOUMZ�PS�CZ�SFQPSUJOH�TPNFUIJOH�*�
UIJOL�JT�TJHOJGJDBOU
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New volunteer Stephanie Griffith came to CASA through her stepmother Joni Stewart who is on the 
board of directors.  Stephanie and her husband Chris have been donors to CASA for years, but Stephanie 
always felt she wanted to do more and become an advocate. In the transiƟon to becoming an empty 
nester, Stephanie came to CASA to get involved with the community and uƟlize her skills for area foster 
youth. She has a degree in secondary educaƟon and previously taught at OU. On her first case Stephanie 
sees herself as a sleuth, an invesƟgator and communicator between the foster family, aƩorney, DHS and 
the inpthe inpaƟent center where the biological mother received treatment. She said that being a CASA is even 
more rewarding than she thought it would be. Thank you, Stephanie, for being part of our team!



Thank you to the Arnall Family FoundaƟon for their tremendous partnership in 
FY18. CASA has launched a rebranding and markeƟng effort which has 
garnered us over 600 prospecƟve volunteers! 

“The Arnall Family FoundaƟon seeks to make lasƟng, transformaƟve 
improvements to the systems and programs in Oklahoma County,” says a 
representaƟve from the Arnall FoundaƟon. “We believe every child in foster 
care should have a CASA volunteer advocaƟng for their best interests.”

'JOBODJBM�3FQPSU %POPS�4QPUMJHIUT
Donors Steve and Heidi Herburger are both 

involved in CASA – in very different ways!

Heidi joined CASA’s Board of Directors in 2018, 

having been recruited by friend Jennifer Dunn. In 

her service as CASA’s Board Secretary, Dunn 

knew Heidi would be a perfect match for the 

organization.

Steve Steve recalls Dunn inviting them to CASA’s An 

Evening to Remember fundraiser: “I had been 

thinking about how to get involved – how to help 

kids in need in our county,” Steve said, “Jennifer 

invited us to An Evening to Remember, and as I 

heard more about the mission and time required, 

I knew it was feasible for me.”

Steve and Heidi own 2 Steve and Heidi own 2 Fellas and a Big Vehicle 

Moving Company. The business has been in 

operation since 2000. Both Steve and Heidi work full time, but they say that when you find 

something you’re truly passionate about – like CASA – it becomes easier and easier to make 

time to be invested.

“I own a business, and rarely does it interfere too much with my volunteering,” Steve said.

Steve cuSteve currently serves on a case with two brothers who are elementary school aged. In a little 

over a month serving on the case he has visited the children a total of five times.  They’re 

currently in separate placements, but Steve is hopeful about their prospects for permanency in 

a potential adoptive home. While some focus on big picture problems with the foster care 

system, Steve said his mindset is more narrowed – “I focus on the immediate best interest of 

these boys. I’m there for them – what’s best for them.”

““They’re so little,” said Heidi as tears welled in her eyes, “The system is so overburdened. The 

problem is so often out of sight and out of mind. We have to grow CASA’s staff. We have to 

advocate for more kids.”
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Grants        $540,952

Foundation Support    $191,986

Individual Contributions   $177,387

Special Event Sponsorship  $169,518

Corporate Contributions   $32,745

Noncash ContributionsNoncash Contributions   $28,932

Investment Income    $17,556

Sale of Assets     -$1,766

'VODUJPOBM�&YQFOTFT�� � ���
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Program       $1,056,803

Administrative      $153,021

Fundraising*      $146,953

*CASA of Oklahoma County, Inc. has been the gracious beneficiary of Halliburton’s Energy for 

Children Sporting Clay Shoot for nearly two decades. Expenses associated with the event are 

included in our fundraising category.
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$10,000+
Arnall Family Foundation
Albers Family Affiliated Fund
The Anschutz Foundation
James Bennett
Anonymous
KappaKappa Alpha Theta
Kosberg Charitable Foundation Trust
The McGee Foundation, Inc.
SandRidge Operating Co.
Wells Fargo Advisors
Wilshire Charitable Foundation

$5,000-9,999
BK Equipment LLCBK Equipment LLC
Philip Boyle Foundation
Cresap Family Foundation
Venessa and David Donchin
Edmond Women's Club
Pam and Richard Lane
M2W Energy Services
Katie andKatie and Tony Say
Sharp Oilfield Services

$2,500-4,999
Anonymous
Greg Brown
Caterpillar Oil & Gas
Jennifer and George Chrysant
EOG Resources, Inc.
Fairmont SantrolFairmont Santrol
Carol and Mike Johnson
Ivan Jones
MHC
Sumeeta and Sumit Nanda
Phillips 66 Company
Sandford Oil Company Inc
Brian StewartBrian Stewart
Ticket To Dream Foundation
US Synthetic
Warren Cat

$1,000-2,499
Allied-Horizontal Wireline Services
Anonymous
AT&T Employee Giving Campaign
Christie and Tim Baker
BancFirst
Samantha L. BentsonSamantha L. Bentson
Blue Cross Blue Shield Of 
Oklahoma
Monica Bower
Centek Group
Clearwater Enterprises
Penny and Derrek Colton
Cudd EneCudd Energy Services
Toby Dixon
Downhole Chemical Solutions, LLC
Joe and Sonya Easley
First National Bank of Oklahoma
Fossil Creek Energy Corporation
General Plastics & Composites LP
Global Gaming RGlobal Gaming RP LLC
Goodin Family Foundation
Steve Hiatt
Wendy and Ethan House
Brad Humphries
Jolene Ingram
Koch Communications LLC
LeAnn and Paul LienhardLeAnn and Paul Lienhard

Manley Brothers Of Indiana Inc.
Jean and Dave McLaughlin
O'Connor Family Foundation
Oil States Elastomer Technology 
Center
Oilfield Technical Services
Oklahoma County BarOklahoma County Bar Auxiliary
Oklahoma County Bar Foundation
Josh O'Neill
Orcutt Mechanical Contractors
Phillip Owens
Thad Parsons
Beth Barbero Portman
Quintana EneQuintana Energy Services
Monty Roberts
Georgia Robinson
Ossie Rushing
Ed and Jody Sanchez
Kristie Sandy
Johnna and Brad Schick
Select EneSelect Energy Services
Simmons Foundation
Sharon Smeltzer and Stacy Scheffler
Jeremiah Smith
Ivy and Stephen Snider
Ben Stocker
Stracke Family Fund

Marnie and Clayton Taylor
Texas Pride Fuels, Ltd.
Paul Tilley
Titan Lansing Transloading, LLC
Tri-Lift Services
Steve Trotter
ChrisChris Turner
James Turner
Unimin Corporation
University Silkscreen
US Insurance Group LLC
US Silica
Mike Wagner
DallasDallas Watson
Jan and Eric Williams
Jeff and Kim Wilmes
Kellie and Scott Witt
Johnny Zuniga

$500-999
Anderson Family Revocable Trust
Kathy and Rick Ault
Jane G. or Jon C. Axton Trusts
Laura and Lou Barlow
Jackie and Jerry Bendorf
Carrie and Joe Blakey
Amy and David CottrellAmy and David Cottrell
The Crown Room at VZD's
Lawrence & Ronna Davis Family Foundation
Expressions Home Gallery
Foundation Management Inc.
Ann Garrett
Green Insurance Associates

Gumerson Blake
Halliburton
Dinky Hammam
Cheryl Herling and James Moore
Bette Jo and Frank Hill
Stephanie John
Carol JoullianCarol Joullian
Susie and Brad Kemp
Carol and Mark Lester
Heather and Mark Livingston
The Magnolia Charitable Foundation
Carrie and David Moore

Morrison Family Joint Living Trust
Lee Ann and John Nordin
The Oil Tree
Bradley Parson
Penner Foundation
Quail Creek Bank
Sonny and Cindi SanchezSonny and Cindi Sanchez
William Scott
Skinny Boys ED LLC
The Small Group, LLC
Soup Soup
Erin and Jeff Zanotti

8F�NBLF�B�MJWJOH�CZ�XIBU�XF�HFU
�
CVU�XF�NBLF�B�MJGF�CZ�XIBU�XF�HJWF�

Winston Churchill
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CASA of Oklahoma County, Inc. is a Member of the NaƟonal CASA AssociaƟon and the Oklahoma State CASA AssociaƟon. 5905 North Classen Court, Suite 302
Oklahoma City, OK 73118

405-713-6456
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Ron Scharton, Director of Operations
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Kim Vanbebber, Program Director
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Advocacy Supervisors
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Tim Baker, President               Jessica Ramirez, Secretary
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